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	News Release


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE	
June 25, 2012 
Durham VA Medical Center and BB&T
Come Together To Help Homeless Veterans 
DURHAM, N.C.  - The Durham Veterans Affairs Medical Center (Durham VA) and BB&T are teaming up for the second year in a row to help homeless Veterans. BB&T employees from Wilson & Raleigh donated a large quantity of home goods to help Veterans who are newly housed through the Durham VA’s HUD/VASH Program. The more than $4,000 donation is provided under BB&T's Lighthouse Project, a company-wide community service effort.


"Many of the Veterans housed through HUD/VASH have little more than the clothes on their backs when they finally get the keys to their new home,” said Durham VA HUD/VASH Coordinator Josh Dadolf. “This generous donation from BB&T really helps our Veterans begin to turn a house into a home, a home in which they can be safe and proud.”


Staff from both organizations will deliver and distribute donation items at the main entrance of the Durham VA at 10 a.m., Jun. 28.  Veterans receiving goods are newly housed through the HUD/VASH program, a collaboration between the Department of Housing and Urban Development and VA Supportive Housing Services to help vulnerable Veterans escape the grueling cycle of homelessness.  HUD/VASH is one of several Durham VA programs serving Veterans as part of VA Secretary Eric K. Shinseki’s five year plan to end homelessness among our nation’s Veterans. 
During the first three years of BB&T's Lighthouse Project, employees rolled up their sleeves to help as many people as possible. Collectively, they have donated more than 150,000 volunteer hours and touched the lives of more than 5 million people in 25 states. 
For more information about Durham VA homeless efforts and the BB&T Lighthouse Project visit www.durham.va.gov or http://www.bbt.com/bbtdotcom/about/lighthouse/default.page.
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