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For Immediate Release

June 22, 2012
For more information: Darlene Edwards, cell 804-382-2614

______________________________________________________________________

VETERANS WHEELCHAIR GAMES KICKOFF IS MONDAY

Several state, local and national dignitaries will participate in the 32nd National Veterans Wheelchair Games kickoff June 25, 11:00 a.m. at the Virginia State Capitol.  

More than 600 wheelchair athletes have answered the call and registered intent to participate in Richmond’s second National Veterans Wheelchair Games.  Several of the athletes will be on hand at the kickoff to demonstrate a little about what they do, in an exhibition with local personalities.

The first National Veterans Wheelchair Games in 1981 was held at the Richmond VAMC, featuring 74 veterans from 14 states.  McGuire VAMC will host the Games again June 25-30. 
Presented by VA and the Paralyzed Veterans of America, the Games offer athletic competition in 17 sports.  Athletes from all fifty states, Puerto Rico, Great Britain and Guam are expected to attend the event.  Any honorably discharged Veterans who use a wheelchair to compete in sports and are eligible for healthcare in the VA system can compete in the Games.  

Utilizing several venues throughout the city, including The Greateer Richmond Convention Center, Sports Backers, Diamond Green, Hanover Lanes and Monument Avenue, The Conservation Park of Virginia, Dorey Park, Mary Munford Park and the Richmond Aquatic Center, the Games are open to the public and admission is free.  
Who:  Wheelchair Athletes from across the nation, Puerto Rico, Guam and Great Britain

What:
32nd National Veterans Wheelchair Games Kickoff
When: June 25, 2012
Where: Virginia State Capitol, 403 North Third Street, Richmond, VA 23219

For more information call Darlene Edwards, 32nd National Veterans Wheelchair Games Local Public Affairs representative at: 804.675.5242 or email her at:  darlene.edwards@va.gov.  
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