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For more information: Darlene Edwards, cell 804-382-2614

______________________________________________________________________

ATHLETES VIE IN MCGUIRE VETERANS WHEELCHAIR SPORTS FEST 

Several are athletes are looking forward to the 32nd Annual National Veterans Wheelchair Games for a couple of reasons.  They enjoy the thrill of competition and they are anxious to defend their home turf.

The first National Veterans Wheelchair Games were held in 1981 at the Richmond VA Medical Center, featuring 74 veterans from 14 states.  Next year Richmond’s team will be almost that large, as McGuire VA Medical Center again hosts the Games June 25 through June 30.

Presented by VA and the Paralyzed Veterans of America, the Games offer athletic competition in 17 sports for almost 600 athletes annually.  In 2011 athletes traveled from 45 states, Puerto Rico and Great Britain to attend the event.  Any honorably discharged Veterans who use a wheelchair to compete in sports and are eligible for healthcare in the VA system can compete in the Games.  

Utilizing several venues throughout the city, the Games will require close to 2,000 hotel rooms, the cooperation of the Richmond Community and hundreds of volunteers to ensure its success.  The events are open to the public and admission is free.  Organizers estimate the Wheelchair Games will generate approximately $3 million in revenue for the Richmond community.

For more information call Alison Faulk, 32nd National Veterans Wheelchair Games Local Chairperson at: 804.675.5208 or email her at:  alison.faulk@va.gov.  For volunteer information call McGuire Veterans Medical Center at 804-675-5135 or email Janet Langhorne at janet.langhorne@va.gov.
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