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Salem VA Medical Center Gets Infusion of Recovery Act Funds

SALEM, Va. – The Salem VA Medical Center has received an infusion of federal dollars as a result of funds allocated under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
The Recovery Act package, enacted by Congress in February 2009, funds projects to upgrade the facility infrastructure and reduce the medical center’s carbon footprint in the Roanoke Valley.

“This funding provides an important economic boost for our community and allows the facility to complete many energy saving initiatives,” said Medical Center Director                    John E. Patrick.
Approximately $5 million in Recovery Act spending will fund projects to enhance energy savings such as electrical metering and energy systems retro-commissioning and to make needed renovations.

Renovations include elevator repairs and replacements affecting both patient care and non-patient care buildings for seven buildings, replacement of two of the most critical buildings’ fire alarm systems, Green Environmental Management Systems (GEMS) Improvement items providing the opportunity to deal with underground fuel storage and dispensing systems, and replacement of steam piping affecting five buildings and their connecting tunnels.

These projects are largely aimed at improving the medical center’s environmental impact, consistent with recent green initiatives undertaken by the cities of Salem and Roanoke.

All five of the projects funded with stimulus dollars are under way.

- More -

VA Boosts Economy 2/2/2/2

Three of the five projects were awarded to service-disabled Veteran-owned small business contractors.  The remaining two projects are in various stages of the award process with tentative completions in late 2010.
As part of its local projects around the country, VA is targeting nearly one-quarter of its $1.4 billion in stimulus funding to investments in clean energy generation and energy conservation. 

Another provision of the law has allowed VA to hire nearly 2,300 benefits claims processors, a move that will reduce the time Veterans wait for a decision on claims for compensation and pensions and education benefits.
Companies interested in vying for VA-related contracts can get information at www.va.gov.
#  #  #
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