


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:                                     Contact:  Ann Benois
June10, 2010                                                                 Phone:   540-224-1919
SALEM VAMC DIRECTOR SELECTED FOR NEW POSITION

Mr. John Patrick, Salem VA Medical Center Director, has been selected to become the Director of the Portland, Oregon VA Medical Center, a level 1A tertiary medical facility.  He is expected to move to the new position in July.   Ms. Carol Bogedain, the current Salem Associate director will serve as the interim director until a new director for the Salem VA medical center is selected.


According to VA officials, the Portland VA Medical Center is a 303-bed facility  which serves as VA’s referral center for Oregon, Southern Washington, and parts of Idaho.


 “John has done a tremendous leading the Salem VA Medical Center,” said Dan Hoffmann, Director of VA’s Mid-Atlantic Health Care Network.  “We’re sorry to lose such talent, but he’s deserving of this new position and will do a great job taking care of Veterans in the Pacific North West.  Carol is the perfect fill while the selection process for a new director is ongoing and Veterans can rest assured they will receive the same quality of care throughout this transition period.”


Patrick’s VA career began in 1983, working in various clinical and administrative positions at the VA Medical Center in Charleston, South Carolina.  In 1987, he became the Assistant Chief of Voluntary Service and Public Relations.  From 1989 to 1999, he served in roles at the VA facilities in Danville, Illinois and St. Louis, Missouri.  In January 2000, he was transferred to VA Central Office to serve as the Director, VHA Field Communications.  In 2002, he was appointed as the Associate Medical Center Director of the VA Medical Center in Marion, Illinois.  He transferred to the position of Associate Medical Center Director in Asheville, North Carolina in 2005 and was appointed as the Salem VAMC Director on January 21, 2007.
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